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• Bosnia and Herzegovina is geographically located in the crossroads
of Europe and Asia. The land has been the scene of many encounters
between numerous ethnicities, peoples, nations, religions, cultures,
languages, and ideas.
• Unfortunately the land has been the stage of many wars. The
addition of imperialism and its tactics of dividing groups of relatively
similar peoples and using them to fight their wars created animosities
between the Balkan people. This process was called Balkanization.
The people of the Balkans are the product of historical circumstances
and NOT a predisposed inclination to conflict.
• Bosnia and Herzegovina has been a safe haven for many groups of
persecuted people through time including, amongst others, the Jewish
people, who fled Spanish and Portuguese inquisition and had lived
harmoniously with Christians and Muslims side by side. To this day,
Bosnia and Herzegovina strives to be a beacon of tolerance and
heterogeneous harmony.

• Around the mid 10th century, there
was a state located at the upper
flow of the Bosnia river and
surrounding areas known as Bosnia
and its people known as Bosnians.
It continued functioning in the next
500 years.

• The Church of Bosnia was the most
influential spiritual institution in the
medieval Bosnian state.
• The teaching of the Church of
Bosnia, structured as part of
Bosnian identity and a holder of
the idea of independence, was a
spiritual resistance against
Catholicism and Eastern
Orthodoxy, and a reason for wars
against Bosnia.
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• The Charter of Kulin ban, issued by
the Bosnian king in 1189, as well
as other sources, confirm the life of
Bosnia as a state.

Ban Kulin's plate, found in
Biskupići, near Visoko.

Bosnian tombstones (stecci) - a flame that
heats Bosnian Patarens or Bogomils.

• Ottoman Empire occupied Bosnia; Bosnia continued its life as a
separate province within Ottoman Empire.
• Turks used the name Bosniaks in order to make a clear distinction
between the native Bosnians who converted to Islam and Turks.
• Bosniaks tried to restore the Bosnian state in 1831-1832, at the time
of series of national rebellion in the territory of the Ottoman Empire.
Christian Europe did not support Bosnian rebellion – as they did not
want a state in Europe in which Muslims/Bosniaks would become a
political factor.
• At the same time, Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria, and other Ottoman
Empire provinces won their national and state autonomy, with the
support of western countries though.
• Because of the lack of support, Bosnia became an easy target of the
neighboring countries.

• 1878- Bosnia and Herzegovina was given to Austro-Hungary
to “occupy and supervise the province B&H”.
• 1914- Gavril Princip assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand;
the beginning of the World War I.

• 1918 Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenians
• 1939-The Serbian-Croatian agreement divided B&H between
Serbia and Croatia, which ignored the fact the Bosniaks were
majority population.

• Yugoslavia was invaded by Nazi Germany.
• Croatia was recognized as an independent state based on decision
of the fascist forces. Bosnia became a part of Croatia; peoples of
Bosnia were not even asked if they wanted such establishment.
• The Ustasha collaborationist regime relied more on the Third Reich
and pursued its policy of persecution of non-Croat population. The
victims of the Ustasha genocide were Serbs, Jews, and Roma, and the
Islamic community opposed to this severely. ( Muslim Resolution)
• The Communist Party of Yugoslavia, Josip Broz Tito and Partisans
started the antifascist rebellion and National liberation movement.
• Chetnic movement of Draža Mihailović in Serbia joined other
collaborationists in the war against National liberation movement and
all antifascists; Goal was to create a Greater Serbia .

• Antifascism in Yugoslavia, 1941-1945, won. In that war, Bosnia
and Herzegovina had an honorable place. All residents of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the peoples living in Yugoslavia
were convinced that the victory would result in equality and
freedom.
• The antifascist forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as
representatives of its people, adopted the ZAVNOBiH
(“Antifascist Council of National Liberation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina”) Resolution, on November 25, 1943, which
restored the statehood of Bosnia and Herzegovina – a common
state of Serbs, Croats, and Muslims (Bosniaks).

• The international recognition of the Federal National Republic of
Yugoslavia and determination of its borders by the peace agreement
executed in 1947 in Paris. This only results in the conclusion that the
borders of Bosnia and Herzegovina are the result of several century
long political, cultural, and demographic development of its state
borders.
• Bosnia and Herzegovina, in its post-war development (1945-1991)
achieved significant economic and cultural development, ensuring,
among other things, the national affirmation of Bosniaks, despite the
fact two decades Muslims were marked only as a religious identity
(rather than ethnic Bosniaks) and only Serbs and Croats were marked
as ethnic groups. In 1993, Bosniaks replaced the religious foundation
of its identity (Muslim) with Bosniaks.

• Up until 1992, Bosnia & Herzegovina was a republic within the
country of Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia was a federation of six republics:
Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro, Macedonia, and Bosnia &
Herzegovina.
• After the death of Josip Broz, Yugoslavia’s leader, also known as Tito,
the federation of six republics fell apart.
• In 1991, a republic of Serbia lead by Slobodan Milosevic blocked a
peaceful government transformation by moving toward the extension
of Serb power into all other republics in which Serbs lived.
• Alija Izetbegovic, had been a president of Bosnia & Herzegovina
since 1990, as a result of multiparty elections. He represented all of
Bosnian’s ethnic groups including 44% Bosniaks (at that time called
Bosnian Muslims), 32% of Serbs, and 17% Croats.
• The country and its Territorial Defense was first disarmed, then
occupied.

• In the face of Milosevic’s effort to pull apart Yugoslavia and
create a greater Serbia, Bosnia & Herzegovina declared
independence (as did two other Yugoslavian republics, Slovenia
and Croatia) on March 1st, 1992 and was recognized by both
the United States and the European community.
• Serbia and Montenegro attacked Bosnia & Herzegovina in an
attempt to create an ethnically pure “Great Serbia.” Croatia
followed suit, attacking in an attempt to create an ethnically
pure “Great Croatia.”.

• The Serbian forces and the Army of Republika Serbska of the selfproclaimed Bosnian Serb entity, attacked Bosniak majority areas with
an intention to destroy Bosniaks and to take over their land.
• There were mass murders of Bosniak civilian populations; more than
650 concentration camps; forceful dislocation; more than 20,000
rapes and other sexual abuse of girls and women of all ages;
forceful baptisms; the destruction of all objects reminiscent of the
Bosniak culture and identity.
• The Army of the Republic of Bosnia & Herzegovina was defending
itself and preserving the unity of all people of this country.
• Though data is incomplete, a minimum of 102,622 and up to
200,000 people were killed during the war; more than are 20,000
missing; and more than 2,200,000 became refugees.

• The Arm embargo was adopted, and unfortunately genocide victims
(Bosniaks) were deprived of the right to self defend.
• The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICRT)
had been founded in 1993 in The Hague for the purpose of dealing
with the war crimes and crimes against humanity.
• In August 1995, the bombings of the Western powers of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) stopped Milosevic and his chief
henchmen in Bosnia, Karadzic and Mladic to continue the genocide of
Bosniaks.
• The Dayton Peace Agreement was signed in November 1995 (
Dayton) and in December 1995 (Paris) and the war ended.
• The territory of Bosnia & Herzegovina is one state but unfortunately
with two entities: Bosnian Federation occupied mostly by Bosniaks and
Bosnian Croats and Republika Srpska occupied mostly by Bosnian
Serbs, which is a genocidal creation of the great Serbian Nazism.

• Slobodan Milosevic had been the first head of state to be
brought to trial.
• The court’s first conviction for genocide was that of Radovan
Krstic, the general who was second in command to Ratko Mladic
and had ordered to the massacre of 8,372 men and boys in
Srebenica in July 1995.
• Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic are currently facing
charges for genocide in front of the ICTY.
• This event has been labeled the “single worst crime committed
since World War II”.

• “Genocide means any of acts committed with intent to destroy in
whole or part national, ethnic, racial or religious group.” UN
Genocide Convention
• Theodor Meron, the presiding judge of the Appeals Chamber, of the
Appeals Chamber of International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia, stated:
• “By seeking to eliminate a part of the Bosnian Muslims, the Bosnian
Serb forces committed genocide. They targeted for extinction the
40,000 Bosnian Muslims living in Srebrenica, a group which was
emblematic of the Bosnian Muslims in general. They stripped all the
male Muslim prisoners, military and civilian, elderly and young, of
their personal belongings and identification, and deliberately and
methodically killed them solely on the basis of their identity.”[1]

• Sarajevo is the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovinian in which Bosniaks, Serbs,
and Croats had lived together for five hundred years. Sarajevo had been
the site of the 1984 Winter Olympics.
• The aggression against Sarajevo was a purposeful act of destruction of
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bosniaks and multiculturalism.
• The Bosnian Serbs blockaded the roads, shut down the airport, preventing
the besieged city from receiving food, water, medicine, and other vital
supplies, and frequently shelling its 400,000 residents from the surrounding
heights. Sniper attacks were common. Air assaults took place at the hands of
the Serb military.
• In August 1995, the Western powers of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) bombed the Bosnian Serb positions around Sarajevo.
• The siege of Sarajevo is the longest siege of a capital city in the modern
history. It lasted from April 5, 1992 to March 19, 1996. 11,541 people
were killed, including 1,601 children. In addition 56,000 people were
wounded, including nearly 15,000 children.

• Children where the most vulnerable victims of war and
genocide. During the siege of Sarajevo, many victims of these
crimes were children, a part of society that is protected by
international humanitarian law.
• They were targeted for killing while walking to school, playing
in the playground, sleeping, getting water, standing in line for
food, etc.

• One of the exhibit /The “Traveling Memorial”, dedicated to the
children of the besieged city of Sarajevo, includes the pictures and
information about their life and death, based on the preliminary
results of the scientific research conducted by the Institute for the
research of crimes against humanity and international law.
• This preliminary study includes 524 children who were killed. Among
them were 442 Bosniaks, 19 Croats, 5 Serbs, 4 Albanians, 3 Roma
and 51 others. A majority were ages 5-18 years old and most killed
by shelling.
• Even during heavy bombardments, children had found ways to keep
their spirit up, and tried to have an almost normal childhood. In the
basements, bike rooms and other storages, children had played, read
books, drew pictures, kept personal journals, and wrote poems and
short novels, in which they dreamt and hoped for peace, happiness
and respect.

Children’s work during the siege of Sarajevo, represents one of the strongest
testimonies about genocide and other war crimes in Bosnia & Herzegovina, and
their strong spirit.

Melisa Hurem, 10 years old
To the sniper
You, sniper, behind the corner,
What is your soul like, what does it hope for?
Us kids, we do not need death,
We need chocolate.

• The second “Traveling memorial” is an exhibit which is
dedicated to 500 children of Srebrenica who have been
identified through DNA analysis of body parts which were
recovered from mass graves. ( The Preliminary List of people
Missing or Killed in Srebrenica complied by the Bosnian Federal
Commission of Missing Persons contains 8372 names of which
500 of them are children)

• The third” Traveling memorial” is dedicated to the children of
the region of Bosanska Krajina ( Banja Luka , Bihac , Bosanski
Novi, Bosanski Petrovac, Kljuc, Kotor Varos, Prijedor, Sanski
Most, Skender Vakuf, Sipovo, Teslic ).
• There were 201 children killed or missing; 121 of them have
been identified through DNA analysis of body parts by the
Bosnian Federal Commission of Missing Persons.

• Something that is particularly current and socially dangerous is
the development of a theory about the conflict of civilizations, a
thesis that should replace the world division that was overcome
during the Cold War, into communist and capitalist countries.
The goal and motivation of these kinds of theories is the
intensification of prejudices among the nations, races and
religions which originate foremost as a result of ignorance and
without a wish to learn about different cultures, as a justification
for the economic, territorial and political pretensions and
conflicts between the countries and nations in the present age.
(Samuel Huntington, in his book Clash of Civilizations). He named
China and Islam as new enemies of Western civilization.

It is especially essential to have gatherings of young people on a
theme of Bosnia and Herzegovina, multicultural, multireligious and
multiethnic society, as a notion of tolerance, it has a universal
and world dimension which goes beyond geographic frames.
Srebrenica, an undisputable example of discrimination and
genocide of the Bosniak nation, is a reminder to young
generations about the destructive impact of prejudice thoughts
and actions. Genocide means the criminal act with intent to
destroy one group of people because of their identity ( Bosniaks)
and at the same time the multiethnic , multicultural and
multireligious society ( Bosnia)

New forms of discrimination, violence and genocide toward Armenians,
Ukrainians, Cambodians, in Rwanda, Sudan, and in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
are stated in the law brought out from the side of the governor of the state of
Illinois and that in the study of history it is obligatory, since 2005, next to the
holocaust of the Jews. In addition, the state of Illinois passed the Srebrenica
Resolution, thanks to the Bosnian community, Bosnian American Genocide
Institute and Education Center and congressmen Greg Harris and Harry
Osterman who sponsored the resolution. Illinois Holocaust and genocide
Commission was established in July 2011.
The desire to studying other kinds of discrimination, and new ideas how to
minimize destructive effect of prejudices should be the goal of the conversation
and study about prejudices. Inclusion of youth into social activities and
humanitarian organizations which are tied to this kind of action is a
preventive response and the final goal of this kind of educational process in
creating a democratic and pluralistic society in America, Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the entire world.

